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There are several reasons why I would like to become a High School English teacher.  I grew up with a father in the military, so we moved around often.  I have lived in ten different states and attended two elementary schools, two middle schools, and two high schools.  Throughout my life I have come in contact with many different teaching styles and school structures.  Based on this experience I have formed good ideas of what works and what doesn’t in a classroom.  As a teacher, I hope to improve on what I’ve seen and experienced.  


Due to the fact that I have moved around and witnessed various types of communities, I have seen how, depending on the unique cultural characteristics of a particular community, many kids are only exposed to a limited level of diversity while living in one setting.  In general, high school is a fairly safe and confined community.  There are certain cultural norms and customs that the majority of students and teachers follow.  Therefore it is easy for most students to remain within a certain “comfort zone” during their high school career, without much exposure to diversity.  

One way I hope to establish a more open learning environment is by actively listening to my students.  By making them feel like I care about what they think, I can in turn teach them concepts in ways that they can understand, relate to, and find significant.  Already I have ample experience working with children and adolescents of all ages, and I am confident that this experience will give me an advantage when trying to express concepts to students in a meaningful way.
 
As a teacher I hope not only to make students more open to learning, but I also want to express to them the importance of constructing good comprehension skills in reading and writing.  I believe these skills are pivotal for every student’s future.  Regardless of what path of life students choose to follow, possessing good reading and writing skills will help them relate to and understand others.  Furthermore these skills will assist students in their ability to express their own ideas fluently, in ways that others can clearly understand.  I want to emphasize to students that communication is key to achieving goals – either in the work force or in every day life.  By knowing how to understand others and express one’s own ideas and beliefs efficiently, young people will have an advantage when it comes to communicating with others in the “real world” outside of high school. 


 It has been my experience that the more diversity people are exposed to at a young age the more positive their outlook will be for the rest of their lives.  As a teacher I want to utilize diverse literature in my classroom to portray to my students the benefits of studying diversity.  I have always loved literature because of its ability to portray race, religion, and culture in significant and revealing ways.  I hope to incorporate traditional works such as To Kill a Mockingbird and Their Eyes Were Watching God into my curriculum, but I also want to incorporate untraditional works whenever possible.  I believe books like Jane Yolen’s Briar Rose, James McBride’s The Color of Water, and Nikki Grimes’ Bronx Masquerade (just to name a few) help bridge the gap between race, religion, and culture in fascinating ways.  I hope that my passion for literature as well as my appreciation of diversity will help strengthen and drive my future teaching.

Lastly, I want to structure my classroom in a way that will make students feel comfortable enough to take an active part in their own educational development.  I have witnessed too many classrooms in which the students and teacher do not relate well, and this causes the students to close themselves off from learning.  I believe by establishing an open and caring rapport with students, I will be able to help open their minds to what I have to teach them.  The classrooms that I feel achieve the most success are the ones in which the students raise questions and attempt to relate what they are learning to their own day-to-day lives.  I value the importance of broadening one’s mind by asking questions and looking at things in new ways.  I want to help young people form a strong basis for knowledgeable decision making and unbiased analysis that will help then in the future.

Overall I simply love helping people learn and explore things that perhaps they never thought of before.  As a teacher I want to take an active role in my students’ development by exploring the concepts with them, in a collaborative effort.  As in all areas of my life, I hope to gain increased knowledge and understanding of the world around me, through teaching.  I also hope to gain a sense of fulfillment by giving my time, talent, and compassion to young people in ways that will help prepare them for their future endeavors.  I believe that teaching will give me the feeling that I am improving something that desperately needs to be improved.  I hope to gain a feeling of success and achievement, by taking a stand for what I believe in and implementing better methods in my classroom.  I also hope to gain insight into the negative and positive aspects of teaching, so that I can become more equipped to handle future problems in the classroom.      

The only thing that concerns me about becoming a teacher is that I do not want to let my students down.  I want to utilize my college experience to help prepare me in every way for what I need to do in my future occupation.  I am concerned with strengthening my capabilities and increasing my knowledge so that when the time comes, I will be able to offer students more than simply an education – I want to offer them the world.  
